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Why #mymplsdt
Downtown Minneapolis is the economic engine of our region, 
and it offers incredible benefits for those companies and 
employees who do business in our city’s core. Downtown 
headed into the pandemic in a position of great strength,  
and that strength helped us endure the challenges of the  
past two years. Now, our downtown is bouncing back.  
We want you to be part of our next chapter.

Our downtown’s five neighborhoods are packed with 
culture, energy, entertainment and amenities. Our city’s new 
construction permits topped $1 billion in each of the past  
10 years—that’s right, development and investment continue 
to lead the way. Our office spaces are dynamic, flexible and 
updated for your employees needs. Our public spaces are 
green, beautiful and ready to host you. And our culinary scene 
continues to rack up James Beard nominations and awards.

Why is downtown the right spot for you? 
•  Close proximity, central community

•  Connections to clients and colleagues—impromptu catch-ups in the skyways, in a 

food truck line or at the Nicollet Farmers Market are a regular occurrence 

•  Amazing office amenities, including updated work spaces, shared gathering areas, 

incredible 

•  Events and entertainment are back – sports, Broadway, concerts, performances

•  Quick access to restaurants for entertaining clients and happy hour meetings

•  Easy transportation to MSP International Airport via Light Rail Transit 

Be part of our story. Whether you are a rising star in your field or a business looking 

to provide the best offerings for your employees, downtown maximizes your 

opportunities and provide an unbeatable work environment. 

See you downtown. 
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Reanimating Downtown
Downtowns across the country are changing. Downtown 

Minneapolis is adapting to our next chapter and leading 

the way with collective action. Together with dozens 

of businesses and leaders across all business sectors, 

a synchronized initiative launched in 2021 and helped 

drive return to office and return to play in our city’s 

core. This reanimation work featured comprehensive, 

inclusive action focused on inviting people back and 

encouraging community members to participate in 

our evolution. This work strategically brought voices 

together to create strategies, partnerships and 

activations for the greater good of all businesses, 

residents and visitors in our downtown ecosystem. 

As you come downtown today and in the future, there 

are online resources throughout the Yes Mpls report 

that offer great ways to eat, drink, shop, play and explore 

our central core.

Downtown  Reanimation
As downtown continues to reanimate, 

we’re tracking key news and metrics while 

highlighting up-to-date skyway, restaurant,  

and retail locations. 

mplsdowntown.com/reanimation/
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happiest city to work in

Minneapolis is the 

4th most 
neighborly city in the U.S.total square feet of office 

space in central core

216,141 
downtown
employees

$647 million 
dollars of 

new construction

best U.S. city for young 
professionals 

6,019 
downtown
 businesses

 28,600,051  

56,077
residential 
population 1

2021 highlights
a vibrant downtown is the heart of mpls 

No.

PHOTO CREDIT:
ANDY KENUTIS/MINNESOTA VIKINGS
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the five neighborhoods 
of downtown

A thriving downtown needs a healthy heart, and that’s what you can expect 
from Minneapolis’ Central Core neighborhood. Connected by spacious 
sidewalks and bike lanes in the warmer months and the skyway system 
in the cooler months, explore world-class dining, a buzzing nightlife, 
pedestrian-friendly Nicollet, plenty of hotel options and some of the city’s 
top business players nestled within Capella Tower, Wells Fargo Center, IDS 
Center and more. 

Downtown’s East Town is accessible by car, light rail or bike via the 
Hiawatha Bike Trail. Recent developments include residential housing 
surrounding U.S. Bank Stadium and the Mississippi riverfront, and daytime 
employees coming in and out the Guthrie, and The Commons. Hennepin 
Healthcare provides nearby medical services and The Armory draws 
crowds for regional and national musical acts. 

On the southwestern edge of downtown lies Loring Park  – one of the 
greenest areas of the city, brimming with artistic expression both indoors 
and out. Exit the freeway and you’ll discover upscale restaurants lining the 
lush Loring Park. Walker Art Center + Minneapolis Sculpture Garden draw 
millions each year and educational opportunities await at Minneapolis 
College and University of St. Thomas – Minneapolis campus.

Notable for its warehouse-style buildings, North Loop continues to see a 
boom in retail, dining, office space and residential. And did we mention 
breweries? Boutique shopping draws visitors from the suburbs and 
restaurants like Smack Shack and Spoon & Stable keep them around 
through the evenings. Target Field attracts fans for gametime, the farmers 
market offers local goods year-round and the Northstar Line train shuttles in 
passengers from as far as 40 miles north of downtown.

The historic St. Anthony Main stretch of cobblestone streets is an iconic 
area of downtown Minneapolis, offering one of the most breathtaking 
views of our beautiful skyline. Along the north side of the Mississippi River, 
daytime workers and nighttime dwellers can enjoy live music, a nostalgic 
trip to longstanding community mainstays, and take an Instagram-worthy 
walk along the Mississippi Riverfront or over the Stone Arch Bridge.

central core

east town

loring park

north loop

northeast
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Investment in New Construction Permits City-Wide

development
The investment in improving downtown Minneapolis has been 
consistent for nearly a decade. For ten years straight, the City of 
Minneapolis has granted more than $1 billion worth of new construction 
permits, and downtown’s wards typically lead the way. This year was no 
exception, as $647 million of the City’s $1.63 billion new construction 
permit were from Wards 3 and 7.  New office space, hotels and 
residential units are adding dazzling new amenities to explore.

Approximately 130 businesses have invested in downtown by moving 
their office space to the city’s core. There continues to be a focus on 
adding new features within and surrounding downtown’s office space, 
and both companies and properties alike continue to re-invest in order 
to attract top talent.
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Eleven 
At 42 stories, Eleven is the tallest residential 
condominium tower in the Upper Midwest. Opened 
March 2022, it is also the tallest building constructed  
in Minneapolis since 1992. The building features  
118 condos of varying sizes and floor plans, and 
amenities will include a private motor court, a  
24/7 doorman, a 25-yard lap pool, a fitness suite with 
yoga, steam and sauna rooms, billiards and library  
room, and a demo kitchen with dining room. 

The IDS Center  
The IDS Center completed a $5 million Crystal Court 
renovation, which includes modular seating, a reflecting 
pool and new, larger trees. The grand opening in July 
2021 featured interactive art, music, and giveaways.  
As Minneapolis’s “first real public space”, the Crystal 
Court has served as the city’s symbolic crossroads and 
town square for decades, a central gathering place 
for the Minneapolis community for nearly 50 years. 
Employees, residents, and visitors enjoy retail, dining, 
and relaxation all under one roof. 

RBC Gateway 
RBC Gateway has officially opened its door to skyway 
traffic and office tenants. Completed in June, the  
mixed-use building is home to the Four Seasons—
Minneapolis’ only 5-star hotel—as well as 33 private 
residences, office space that includes RBC Wealth 
Management’s world headquarters and six of the 
Pohlad Companies, Mara restaurant and Socca Cafe 
– Mediterranean themed establishments both led by 
James Beard winning chef Gavin Kaysen, street-level 
retail, and a public plaza adding vibrancy to Nicollet.

Water Works  
Water Works Park and Pavilion opened in May just in time 
for summer 2021. The award-winning riverfront project 
includes green space, gathering areas, native plants, trail 
connections and a playground. Carefully excavated and 
preserved remnants from three long-buried riverfront 
mills are incorporated into the park pavilion. Indoor 
features include James Beard award-winning Owamni, 
an indigenous restaurant that honors plants and natural 
resources, and fosters a vibrant Indigenous food 
movement, as well as an atrium and classroom among 
other indoor elements for park-goers. 

Hotel
•  Four Seasons
•  Hotel Indigo
•  Royal Sonesta 
•  The Chambers Hotel

Office Space
•  Bulter Square
•   City of Minneapolis Public 

Service Building 

•  Deluxe 
•  Thirty

Mixed-Use
•  North Loop Green 
•  RBC Gateway
•  The Dayton’s Project
•  The Larking

Public Space 
•  IDS Center Crystal Court
•   Mpls Convention Center Plaza
•  Water Works + Pavillion

Residential 
•  Eleven 
•  Forte 
•  Moment 
•  Vesi 
•  Viridium

PHOTO CREDIT:
GAFFER PHOTOGRAPHY

PHOTO CREDIT:
DON RIDDLE/FOUR SEASONS HOTEL
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The Twin Cities are home to 16 Fortune 500 companies, 
and many of the top players choose to settle downtown to 
keep their employee retention strong. 36% of all available 
Twin Cities space is located in Downtown Minneapolis.

office market + workforce
Community Calendar
The mpls downtown community calendar makes it easy to 

stay in the know so you never miss out on upcoming events. 

From local live music and Broadway performances to  

year-round sports games.

mplsdowntown.com/events
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216,141
downtown employees

6,019 
businesses downtown

Top 15 Downtown Employers

Ameriprise

Be the Match

City of Minneapolis

Deloitte

Federal Reserve Bank

Hennepin County

Hennepin Healthcare

RBC Wealth Management

SPS Commerce

Strategic Education

Target

Thrivent

U.S. Bank

Wells Fargo

Xcel Energy
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•  Downtown Minneapolis workers, visitors and residents have access to mobility 
options including two rail lines that service more than 40 stations, the North Star 
Commuter rail, affordable bus rides at 50 cents in the downtown zone or free 
rides along Nicollet, 16 parking ramps and metered curbside spaces, car sharing, 
bike lanes and trails.

• New route: Orange Line Bus Rapid Transit on 35W from Burnsville to downtown. 

•  MnDOT wrapped up the four-year 35W at 94 project. It features the new Lake 
Street transit station. 

•  MPLS Parking: flexible and affordable parking method with added value; card 
members will receive discounts from participating merchants just by showing 
their Reloadable Parking Card ($6 per visit). mplsparking.com/rpc/ 

•  Carpoolers save on gas and use the MnPass lanes on I-394, I-35W and I-35E for 
free. With the MPLS parking carpool matching system, finding a carpool partner 
is easier than ever. mplsparking.com/services/carpool/

•  Metro Transit will partner with your company to create a customized package of 
transportation benefits. Once you have a plan, Metro Transit will work with you to 
implement and promote your programs for maximum results. When you’re ready 
to learn more, contact Commuter Programs at tenille.warren@metrotransit.org

• Use the Metro Transit app: metrotransit.org/app 

• Other Metro Transit options include:

– Transit pass programs including Metropass and Go-To Cards

–  Free ride matching to help connect employees with others who  
want to carpool

–  Guaranteed Ride Home, which ensures commuters have a ride home  
if they have a family emergency, personal illness, or need to work late 
unexpectedly

–  Preferred or discount parking program set up for employees who share  
the ride to work

– Telework program guidance 

•  Southwest Transit buses connect Downtown Minneapolis with Park and Ride in 
Eden Prairie, Chanhassen, Chaska and Carver: swtransit.org 

mobility

Downtown Tours
With so much to see and do in the downtown area, a tour is one 

of the best ways to easily take in all the fantastic sights and 

experiences downtown has to offer. Whether you’re a sports 

fanatic or an outdoor adventurer, there’s a downtown tour for you. 

mplsdowntown.com/guides_activities/downtown-tours/

Minneapolis and mobility go hand-in-hand. From light rail to commuter rail to buses, 
there are endless ways to get to, from and around downtown. 
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Minneapolis-Saint Paul 
International Airport

Downtown
St. Paul

Downtown 
Minneapolis

Bloomington

Burnsville

Apple Valley

Woodbury

Eden Prairie

Brooklyn Park

Big Lake

METRO Orange Line
• Bus Rapid Transit

METRO Blue Line

METRO Blue Line Extension
• (proposed)

METRO Green Line Extension
• Under construction
• 14.5 miles of double track

Northstar Commuter Rail

METRO Gold Line
• Projected to open 2024
• Service to St. Paul suburbs

METRO Red Line

Top LRT Destinations
• Marq2
• Nicollet
• Hennepin

METRO Green Line
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navigation
Situated in the heart of the north, 
Minneapolis is very much a four-
seasons city. But that doesn’t slow 
down the bustling downtown scene 
during the workweek or on the 
weekends. Whether al fresco or in 
the heated comfort of our renowned 
skyway system, it’s easy to find your 
way around.

•  The skyway’s 9.5 miles of continuously connected walkways can take you east to west from U.S. Bank Stadium to 
Target Field or north to south from Washington Square to the Minneapolis Convention Center and Hyatt Regency. 
It continues to expand, with a new connection just opened to RBC Gateway.

•  Three major bikeable greenways feed into the heart of downtown. Nice Ride e-bikes arrived in July 2019. In 2021, 
Nice Ride MN added 70 new stations to the Minneapolis area and riders completed over 250,00 total rides. 

•  The Mississippi River provides an opportunity to explore the water along the East and West River Parkways as well 
as across the Stone Arch Bridge. Don’t miss the breathtaking views at St. Anthony Falls! 

•  Weave your way through downtown and enjoy weekly favorites like  
 the Nicollet  Farmers +  Makers Market.
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Skyway Accessibility

Parking Accessibility

Biking

9.5
miles of 
continuous 
walkways

120+
dining options  
for skyway-
connected food

80
connected  
city blocks

No. 2
most bike-friendly 
city in America

6th
best city for biking 
in the U.S.

70+
parking ramps

52K+
parking spaces

36
parking lots

Green Spaces 
Downtown is filled with can’t-miss outdoor and public realm 

experiences with their own unique vibes and opportunities to fully 

appreciate our city. Join us downtown at these green spaces and use 

them to navigate through our five neighborhoods.

mplsdowntown.com/guides_activities/green-spaces/
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educated workforce
Minnesota is nationally recognized for its 
superior education systems and our city’s 
robust desire for learning is accessible even 
in the heart of downtown for both children 
and adults.

Downtown employers have access to capable talent as 
31% of Hennepin County residents that surround the city 
center have a bachelor’s degree and 17% have a graduate 
or professional degree. 

Continued learning is available to the downtown 
workforce all within minutes of their office. 

13,000 students pursued higher education in downtown 
Minneapolis, attending the University of St. Thomas 
(Downtown Minneapolis Campus), North Central 
University and Minneapolis College.  

For those who both live and work downtown, elementary 
schools Emerson (Spanish Immersion) and Marcy Open 
are available for K-8 and the FAIR School and De La Salle 
are available for 9-12. 
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Continuing education and 
workforce development 
certifications offered  
at Minneapolis College

15
Downtown Minneapolis 
population with a 
bachelor’s degree  
or higher

62%

Undergraduate Graduate Professional

University of Minnesota Twin Cities

Capella University

University of St. Thomas

North Central University

Minneapolis College of  
Arts and Design

Minneapolis College

Dunwoody College of Technology

educated workforce
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Downtown continues to be a place people want to live. The residential population reached 56,077 in 2021. 
That would make downtown’s population the 18th largest city in Minnesota. With ample green space, a 
beautiful riverfront, entertainment and work nearby, and incredible amenities available, it’s never been 
more convenient to call downtown Minneapolis home.

•  Downtown Minneapolis has seen an increase of 12,222 residents since 2017 and a 76 percent increase in residents since 2006.

•  More than 1,600 new owned and rental units opened in 2021, and more than 1,500 additional units are currently under construction. 

residents
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Household Type

Household Size

1.7
members

2.4
members

79% 37%

Nonfamily Household

2% 22%

Married with Children

14% 27%

Married without Children

5% 14%

Other

Household Ownership
Age

68%
own

24%
own

32%
rent

76%
rent

 Downtown Minneapolis     The City of Minneapolis  Downtown Minneapolis             The Metro Area

*U.S. Census respondents list themselves ethnically as Hispanic or Latino and racially in one of the other listed 
categories; Hispanic and Latino may be of any race.
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retail + restaurants
There is no shortage of reasons to spend time in Minneapolis’ dynamic downtown. 
With a bustling workforce and growing residential population, restaurants, shops, 
farmers markets, hotels and entertainment venues are well-attended.

From patios to the skyways, the North Loop to East Town and everywhere in 
between, more than 400 restaurants and retail shops are open downtown.  
Browse the list and find your favorite spots at mplsdowntown.com/reanimation.

•  Owamni, has garnered national recognition including winning the James Beard Award Best New Restaurant 
and to the New York Times’ list of the 50 most vibrant and delicious restaurants.

•  Chameleon Shoppes continues to provide spaces for women- and minority-owned businesses pop-up retail 
space along Nicollet. The initiative began in 2019 and brings diverse shopping opportunities representing all 
areas of Minneapolis to our city’s core.

•  Thanks to contributions from Target, Xcel Energy Foundation, Thrivent and RBC Wealth Management, the 
mpls downtown council awarded a total of $1.5 million to 102 small businesses downtown in 2020 through its 
small business grant program. Of the grants awarded, 80 percent went to restaurants and bars, 16 percent to 
retailers and 4 percent to venues. All eligible woman and minority-owned businesses received funding.

New retail + restaurant  
openings include:
Allbirds (North Loop) 

Anna Be (North Loop)

Bar Rufus (Rand Tower Hotel)

Billy’s After Dark (North Loop)

Blondette (Rand Tower Hotel) 

B’Youtique (Baker Center)

Coconut Whisk Café (Nicollet) 

EaTo (East Town) 

Farmer’s Kitchen and Bar (East Town) 

Grace Loves Lace (North Loop) 

JR Thai (U.S. Bank Plaza) 

Mara (Four Seasons)

Mother Dough (Capella Tower) 

NOA (IDS Center) 

Owmani (East Town) 

Sanjusan (North Loop) 

Sistah Co-Op (Tiangy Designs + SJC Body Love)  
     (IDS Center)

Sonora Mexican Kitchen & Bar (Loring Park) 

Spice & Tonic (East Town) 

The Fabled Rooster (Graze-North Loop) 

Ties Mpls (Nicollet) 

Tom’s Watch Bar (City Center)

Union Hmong Kitchen (Graze-North Loop) 

Uniquely Global (Gaviidae Commons) 

Vow’d (North Loop)

James Beard award semifinalists: 
Best Chef, Midwest: 

• Sean Sherman (Owamni)

• Yia Vang (Union Hmong Kitchen)

Best New Restaurants:

• Owamni (won)

• Union Hmong Kitchen

Pints and Patios 
The downtown craft brewery scene is ready for you. Our 15+ distilleries, breweries, cideries, 

and wineries are a great outing whether it is your lone destination or part of your journey. 

Stop by after work for happy hour, before a game, or on the way to a show.

mplsdowntown.com/guides_activities/patios-pints/
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retail distribution
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food 
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27%
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18%
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food options

shopping

0 10 20 30 40 50

51%
food 
service

27%
hotels

18%
entertainment

4%
clothing & 
accessories

coffee shops

restaurants
and bars

food options

shopping

0 10 20 30 40 50

The Dayton’s Project

The Dayton’s Project officially opened its doors with a November 2021 ribbon cutting, 

welcoming patrons to The Departments at Dayton’s with a Holiday market featuring  

35 local small businesses and revitalized public spaces on the street and skyway  

levels. This reimagined historical re-development project features office space with  

incredible amenities including a library, fitness center, summer terrace overlooking 

Nicollet from atop the 6th story, winter lounge and more highlighting Dayton’s as a 

must-see mixed-use destination for years to come. Tenants include Ernst and Young, 

Uncommon Retail, and Unilever. Dayton’s Market, a 45,000-square-foot food hall led by 

four-time James Beard Award-winning chef, writer and TV host Andrew Zimmern and 

Robert Montwaid, creator and co-founder of Gansevoort Market in New York City is in 

the works and the Departments at Dayton’s will host another retail market this Spring. 

PHOTO CREDIT:
MIKE EVANGELIST/ DAYTON PROJECT
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State-of-the-art sports facilities, acclaimed theater and music scene, luxury hotels, an 
active convention center, award-winning restaurants, accessible transportation and 
unique experiences make downtown Minneapolis a desirable year-round destination.

•  Minneapolis offers entertainment for visitors and expertise for businesses (both local and out-of-state). In a typical 
year, our community welcomes 25.6 million leisure visitors and 8.9 million business visitors. That’s a total of  
33.9 million visitors to our community in an typical calendar year.

•  The downtown entertainment scene is a collection of iconic venues like world-renown First Avenue, world-class  
re-imagined spaces like The Armory, and brand new facilities like The Fillmore. Add in our major sports facilities  
and our celebrated theater scene, and you’ve got venues of all sizes ready to dazzle on a nightly basis.

•  Our entertainment scene is ready to return to its typical form in 2021 and beyond. Already more than 25% of canceled 
events in 2020 have been rescheduled. Concerts by Kenny Chesney, Def Leppard + Motley Crue, George Straight and 
Rammstein are all rescheduled to take place at U.S. Bank Stadium in 2021. Plus, Hennepin Theatre Trust has released 
its 2021-22 lineup that includes the highly-anticipated return of Hamilton.

•  More major events are on the horizon, including the NCAA women’s basketball Final Four coming to  
Target Center in 2022.

tourism + attractions

106 
conventions booked

356,000
Mpls Convention 
Center attendees

Pre-pandemic 2019 
statistics

PHOTO CREDIT:
BRACE HEMMELGARN/ MINNESOTA TWINS
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Hennepin  
Theatre Trust 

100+ events 

147,000
patrons in  
Sept-Dec. 2021

First Avenue + 
network venues 
278 shows

90,000 tickets

Guthrie Theatre resumed  
in-person performances:
What the Constitution Means to Me 

Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol

Stone Arch Festival drew

75,000 people downtown.

Pride welcomed roughly 

150,000 people.

The Armory  
250,000 
patrons and more

The Fillmore

90,000 patrons

150 performances.

Dakota Jazz Club

128 shows

19,000 guests

Year-round sports options
U.S. Bank Stadium welcomed  

more than 730,000 patrons to  

157 events, including several major 

concerts.116 college baseball games

Target Field home to the Minnesota  
Twins (MLB)  Target Field hosted its first concert 
since 2018 (Hella Mega Tour) In all, Target Field 

welcomed roughly 1.4 million fans.

Target Center home to the Minnesota 
Timberwolves (NBA) and Lynx (WNBA) Target 
Center welcomed several big events in 2021 
including Dan + Shay, Lauren Daigle and Pentatonix.

2019 statistics 

PHOTO CREDIT:
COURTNEY PERRY/ MN ORCHESTRA 

PHOTO CREDIT:
NORTHSTAR IMAGERY/THE ARMORY
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Today’s 21st Century Cities have strong and vibrant 
downtowns. The 2025 Plan brings the community 
together to ensure Minneapolis remains competitive 
and thriving today, tomorrow and in the decades to 
come. That includes public, private and non-profit 
businesses, residents and stakeholders alike 
working as one.

The 2025 Plan has 10 core initiatives and six 
committees that focus on downtown development, 
greening and public realm, downtown experience, 
transportation, ending street homelessness 
and launching a festival of ideas. As part of the 
development initiatives, the 2025 Plan’s volunteers 
are working to double the downtown residential 
population, maintain a thriving business community 
conducive to attracting and retaining talent, 
ensuring a vital retail scene and more. These 
initiatives work hand-in-hand to create a flourishing 
downtown environment for those who live, work, 
play and explore here. Read the full 2025 Plan at 
mplsdowntown.com/2025plan.

While many of the 2025 plan’s goals remain highly 
relevant to today’s downtown, it is also time to 
prepare for what comes next by laying the ground 
work for new planning. Key areas include staying 
vigilant in work that attracts and retains workers, 
businesses and residents, collaboratively building 
diverse and inclusive opportunities, focusing on 
enhancing greening and transit options, supporting 
major events, building pathways for retail growth,  
and working toward ending street homelessness.

2025 plan
strategic vision
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 1 double downtown’s 
  residential population
  With the goal of 70,000 by 2025,  
  we’re already 71% of the way there.

 2 transform nicollet into a  
  “must-see” destination

 3 build gateway
  connection

 4 create a consistently  
  compelling downtown 
  experience
  Events like Aquatennial, Holidazzle,  
  Go Outside with Hennepin County and 
  Pianos on Parade paired with Nicollet and 
  Commons activations to keep   
  downtown extraordinary.

 5 build a new 
  vikings stadium
  Mpls was proud to host the 2019 NCAA men’s 
  basketball Final Four at U.S. Bank Stadium.

 6 lead the nation in    
  transportation options.

 7 create and sustain
  a green infrastructure 
  showcasing the riverfront
  WaterWorks broke ground in 2019 and 
  will enhance the Mississippi Riverfront
  experience.

 8 forge connections to the 
  university of minnesota
  Supported YA and Carlson School of  
  Management’s Ignite Marketing    
  Conference again in 2019 under Forge 
  connections to U of M.

 9 end street homelessness
 

 10 launch a festival of ideas  
  and civic engagement

PHOTO CREDIT:
BRACE HEMMELGARN/ MINNESOTA TWINS

PHOTO CREDIT:
CHRIS STICHA/DAMON FARBER
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www.mplsdowntown.com/yesmpls
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